
Coldspring-Oakhurst High School
Post-Secondary Readiness Checklists

NINTH GRADE CHECKLIST
Testing: STAAR End-of-Course Exams: English I, Algebra I (8th or 9th), Biology (9th or 10th)

Ninth Grade Timeline: Check off  the items you havecompleted.

Sign up to take the most challenging classes that you can.

Learn the difference between Dual Credit, Honors and AP courses.

Learn how your GPA will be computed.  Grades matter!

Get to know your counselor and other college resources available in your school.

Talk to adults to see what they like/dislike about their jobs and what education is needed.

__ Research plans after high school: Texas Gear Up.  Texas On Course.  Texas Reality Check. Xello.

Start thinking about your dream career and check out career websites.

Attend the College Fair and Career Day events at your school or elsewhere.

Become involved in extracurricular and volunteer activities.

Collect your personal information (log volunteer activities, awards, resume, etc.) in a file.

Start keeping all of  your report cards, certificates, four-year graduation plan etc. in a folder or portfolio.

Do your best on state testing STAAR/EOC (End of  Course).

Check out Endorsement elective courses; pay attention to courses that offer industry certifications.

Ensure you have a four-year course plan on file in the counselor’s office.

__ Consider dual credit courses or courses offering Industry Based Certifications as a part of  your four-year

plan.

Research summer programs that focus on particular subjects, like STEM, or career options of  interest to

you.



TENTH GRADE CHECKLIST
Testing: Required: STAAR End-of-Course Exam: English II, Biology(9th or 10th)

Tenth Grade Timeline: Check off  the items you havecompleted.

Check out Endorsement elective courses.

__ Consider dual credit courses or courses offering Industry Based Certifications as a part of  your four-year

plan.

Keep up with your classes; grades are one of the top criteria universities consider.

Get to know your graduation plan; plan your classes with your counselor.

Learn the difference between Dual Credit, Honors and AP courses.

Become familiar with college entrance requirements.

__ If  you plan to work right after graduation, be sure to take elective courses/choose a pathway that includes

Industry Based Certification options.

Do your best on state assessments/STAAR/EOC.

Decide what leadership roles you would like to consider.

Continue to plan for your dream career and check out career websites.

__ Research plans after high school: Texas Gear Up.  Texas On Course.  Texas Reality Check. Xello.

Collect your personal information (log volunteer activities, awards, resume, etc.) in a file.

Update your four-year academic plan based on the courses you have completed and what courses

you need/want to take.

__ Learn about college bound testing (SAT, ACT, TSIA2) and ASVAB testing.

__ Pay attention to your class rank, GPA, and college entry test scores.

__  Keep your grades up.

If  you are considering Dual Credit courses, doyour best on the Texas Success Initiative Assessment

(TSIA); check with counselor



ELEVENTH GRADE CHECKLIST
Testing: Required: STAAR End-of-Course Exam: U.S. History
Strongly Recommended: PSAT in October, ACT or SAT in the Spring
Eleventh Grade Timeline (check off  the items youhave completed)

August

Check to see that you are scheduled for the correct courses.

__ Know your college entry test scores, rank and GPA.

September

Obtain the catalogs/brochures from the technical/vocational/business schools and colleges/universities
which interests you.

Match Technical, Vocational, and Business School programs, Two Year Degree, and Four Year Degree

options to your career interests to make informed decisions.

__ Plan for college bound testing:  4 year schools typically require SAT/ACT.  2 year schools require TSIA.

__ Register for the PSAT.

October

Take the PSAT/NMSQT and review your results using College Quick Start.

Attend the College Fair/Career Night and learn about the different colleges and universities.

November

Meet with your campus career/college center advisor.

__ Keep your grades up and stay involved.

__ Take the ASVAB.

December

Know your GPA.

__ Review your PSAT results and use My Road site to review career options and areas that need extra practice

before the SAT.

__ For student athletes interested in playing collegiate sports, enroll in NCAA.  See your counselor.

January

Begin planning your personal essays for college and scholarship applications..

__ Register for the SAT or ACT to take in the Spring. Ask about fee waivers from your counselor.

Practice to improve your SAT scores using Schmoop and Khan Academy. Talk to the counselor about other

study guides.



February

Ask for verification of  community service andkeep it in your portfolio/folder.

Complete the Course Selection Sheet for your senior year classes; consider Dual Credit or AP.

__ If  planning to work after graduation, make sure you already have or will enroll in courses that offer an

Industry Based Certification.

Research entry requirements of  universities/collegesof  your choice.

March

Determine colleges for your Reach, Target and Safe School list.

If  possible, visit the colleges that most interest you.  You may use two college days your Junior Year.

April

Check that your graduation requirements are in order.

Do your best on the SAT/ACT/TSIA.

May

Do your best on state assessments/STAAR/EOC and AP Testing.

Consider retaking SAT/ACT for better scores; Remember to select the colleges to receive your

scores during registration.

__ Visit with the counselor to review your graduation plan to ensure that you are on track for graduation

next year.

June

Visit the colleges you are interested in attending.

Explore career and college opportunities: Texas Gear Up.  Texas On Course.  Texas Reality Check. Xello.

Work on college admission essays.

__ The high school transcript you receive at the end of  your junior year is the one you will use for college

applications.

Update your resume and log of  volunteer activities.

Get a calendar and begin to write down your schedule of  post-secondary planning activities.

Check your portfolio and make sure you have your records in order with SAT and/or ACT scores,

essays, resume, record of  your volunteer work, and record of  your employment (if  applicable).

Begin to research scholarship opportunities on web sites, and in your campus Counselor’s Suite.



TWELFTH GRADE OVERVIEW
It is critical that each student and his or her parent(s)/guardian(s) carefully review the requirements for graduation

and the student’s transcript to ensure the proper classes are selected to meet graduation requirements. The counselor
will work diligently with you to select the proper classes, but remember, your graduation is ultimately your

responsibility.

Testing: Remember—ALL graduation requirements, including passing
all parts of  STAAR* English I, Biology, English II, Algebra I,
and U.S. History must be met before you can take part in the
graduation ceremony.
Required: Meet all COHS graduation requirements;
Meet Standard on ALL 5 STAAR End-of-Course exams;
Complete FAFSA/OPT-OUT FORM
Strongly Recommended:

College Ready: Met Standard on SAT, ACT, orTSIA2 or
Career Ready:  Earned an Industry Based Certification or
Military Ready:  Taken the ASVAB AND Enlist in the Military

By senior year, you need to have plans for post-graduation ensuring your choices adequately prepare you
for your future.

● College—APPLY EARLY to choose 3 to 5 schools: one dream school that may seem like a stretch,
one sure thing, and several choices in between. Make sure you meet the admission requirements and
are registered for the proper entrance exams. Do not wait until just before the deadline or you may
be too late.  The goal is to have all your applications submitted by the end of  the fall semester.

● Technical school—check with several to make sure they have the kind of  training you are seeking.
Compare their job placement rates and financial aid opportunities to determine which is your best
choice.

● Military—talk to recruiters for several branches of the service. See which one offers you the best
opportunities. Take the ASVAB; keep in touch with the recruiter of  the branch you select.

● Work—make sure you have adequate job skills for a career with a future, not just a temporary job.
Did you earn a certification at COHS through your CTE course pathway?  Find out from your
future employer if  the benefits plan offers incentives for further education



TWELFTH GRADE CHECKLIST
Twelfth Grade Timeline: Check off  the items you havecompleted.

August

Check out the college websites to research information about admissions, financial aid, majors

available, etc. Be sure to check out deadlines.

__ Research plans after high school: Texas Gear Up.  Texas On Course.  Texas Reality Check. Xello.

Finalize essays required for the college/scholarship applications.

Update your resume. Be sure to include all of your volunteer work and extracurricular activities.

Make sure that you have the required classes for your graduation plan and the college or university

that you are planning to attend.

Take as many challenging (possibly Honors, Dual Credit or AP) courses as you can.

Allow the registrar, counselor, and teachers at least two weeks before your application deadlines to

submit/provide the necessary documents to colleges (transcript, letters of  recommendation, etc.)

Some colleges require TRex transcript submission.

__ When requesting a transcript, complete the Transcript Request Form and give it to your counselor or

registrar.

Difficulty paying college application fees? See your counselor about getting a fee waiver.

Need to improve your SAT, ACT or TSIA score? Register to take it again and study using Shmoop,

Khan Academy or APEX.

__ Visit with the counselor to review your graduation plan to ensure that you are on track for graduation.

September

Keep a calendar with deadlines posted for easy visibility.

Prepare your application carefully either at goappytexas.org or commonapp.org

Follow the instructions and PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO DEADLINES!

Keep up with the scholarship postings throughout the year.

If  possible, visit the colleges that most interest you.  Be sure to complete the paperwork for an excused

absence BEFORE your college visit.  You are allowed two college visits your senior year.

Check to see if  you will need to fill out a CSS/FinancialAid Profile for the Common App.  Prepare your

documents for FAFSA.



October

Submit the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) at www.fafsa.ed.gov. or TASFA.

THIS IS A TEXAS GRADUATION REQUIREMENT, unless you complete the Opt-Out Form.

Males need to complete their Selective Service registration as part of  FAFSA.

Attend the College Fair and meet the college representatives who may be reviewing your application

for admission.

Meet with your counselor early to discuss your plans, transcript requests, fee waivers, and

letters of  recommendation (2-week notice).

November

Pay attention to scholarship opportunities from the counselor's office, and complete and submit

application forms before deadlines.

__ Take the ASVAB.

Verify that the college admissions office has all your paperwork.

__ Visit with the counselor to review your graduation plan to ensure that you are on track for graduation.

December

__ Once you are accepted to a college, share the news with your guidance counselor.

__ For student athletes interested in playing collegiate sports, enroll in NCAA.  See your counselor.

___ Reach out to the college’s financial aid department to apply for scholarships.

Continue to keep up with the scholarship postings throughout the year.

January

___ Retake TSIA, SAT, ACT if  necessary.  Scholarshipopportunities and acceptance letters can improve with

better test scores.

___  Apply for scholarships.

February

Continue to do well with your grades and stay involved.

Check for scholarship opportunities online and at your college. Submit application forms on time.

March

Continue attending college sessions hosted at your school.

Check for scholarship opportunities in counselor’s office, and complete and submit application

forms before deadlines.

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Evaluate the colleges/universities to which you have been admitted and determine which

college/university you will be attending.

Complete your housing application, if  applicable.

April

Review your FAFSA Student Aid Report (SAR).

Review the financial aid packages offered by the different universities. Remember that you have a

choice regarding what you will accept and what you will decline. Work with your parents through

this process. Be ready to commit by May.

Submit a copy of  your award letters to your counselor/advisor.

May

Check on your housing arrangements at the college you have selected.

__ Have your post-secondary plans confirmed by May 1, National Decision Day.

___ Attend Senior Awards/Scholarship Night.

___ Complete Senior Survey of  your post-secondary plans:  College, Work or Military.

June

Submit a request to the registrar to send your final transcript which reflects graduation to the

branch of  the military service you have enlisted in or to the technical school, college, or

university that you will be attending.

___ Those students who have taken dual credit courses while in high school will need to request

their Angelina Transcript be sent to their chosen college.  Contact Angelina and follow the

instructions for requesting a transcript.

___  Your COCISD google account will expire this summer so be sure to move any important

documents, information, or emails to a new account by the end of  the month


